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Issue1 / December 2016

Welcome to the first edition of the Rural evelopment Programmé

Monitoring Committee Newsletter

This twice yearly newsletter updates on activities of the Monitoring Committee and progress of the NI
Rural Development Programme 2014-2020. This edition focuses on the meeting of 25™ November 2016.

About the Committee

Programme Monitoring Committees are established to monitor the
implementation of EU funded programmes such as the Rural
Development Programme.

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
(DAERA) is the Managing Authority for the Northern Ireland Rural
Development Programme and organises and chairs the Monitoring
Committee.

The Committee meets at least twice per year, with additional
meetings scheduled if necessary.

There are currently 24 full members of the Monitoring Committee
covering each of the objectives of the Programme.

Further details on the Monitoring Committee are available HERE.

EU Desk Officer

DG AGRI's Desk Officer for Northern Ireland was
in attendance at the meeting.

Brexit

The DAERA Director of Finance, gave an update
on Brexit, confirming it was business as usual for
the Rural Development Programme. He reported
on the two Treasury statements and advised that
it was the Department’s understanding that the
EU contribution to schemes would be protected
in line with these statements. You can find the
link to these statements here:

August Statement
October Statement

Equality remains a key consideration of the RDP. DAERA provided an update on a meeting of the Equality & Good
Relations sub group held in July. It was agreed that all Monitoring Committee members should receive the minutes of
the meeting and that Equality should become a standing agenda item for the Monitoring Committee.

TRAINING: Members of the Committee participated in a training session on 11th November 2016 covering the topics
of Managing Public Money and Equality and Good Relations. A further session was held on 25™ November.

Cork 2.0 Conference

The Chair updated members on the Cork 2.0 European conference on
rural development, which took place on 5-6 September. The
Conference brought together 300 stakeholders to discuss current and
future challenges of farming and rural areas, as well as potential policy
responses.

Following discussions, a new Cork Declaration was drafted, calling for
improved public awareness of the potential of rural areas, investment
in the identity of rural communities, further development of rural
policy and rural proofing of other policy areas. The Cork meeting
report and declaration is available HERE.
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This newsletter is produced by the Network Support Unit.

Sharing and exchanging information is key to the work of
the Network Support Unit.

We will share and exchange information in a number of
ways. These include: -

e A dedicated website - www.ruralnetworkni. org.uk
e Social media presence
e eZines, publications and fact sheets

e Events, meetings and visits

n Rural Network NI U @RuralNetworkNI



http://www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/about-programme/Monitoring-Committee
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-philip-hammond-guarantees-eu-funding-beyond-date-uk-leaves-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-certainty-on-eu-funding-for-hundreds-of-british-projects
http://www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/download/files/Pub_cork-declaration-2-0_en.pdf

IUpdate on NI Rural Development Programme

The NI Rural Development Programme includes a range of schemes under the 3 objectives of Agricultural Competitiveness;
Environment and Climate; and Rural Economic and Community Development. Prior to opening, each scheme is subject to the

necessary business case approvals.

Business Development Groups (BDG)
2951 farmers have registered to
participate in this programme. On-farm
training events started in May 2016.
Popular topics included maximising
production  from  grass, grassland
management and improving the health
and welfare of animals. By the end of
September, 499 training courses had been
held. A second call for applications to the
Programme for dairy and pig farmers
closed at the end of November.

Farm Family Key Skills (FFKS)

This programme currently has 4 themes —
Animal Health, Business Planning, ICT and
Health and Safety. Contracts to deliver
pig health and health and safety have
been awarded. Eight pig health training
workshops have been delivered to 150
trainees, with further sessions planned.
Health and Safety training commenced
start of November. The contract for
Business Planning is due to be in place
during December and the themes of
Animal Health and ICT will be targeted
during 2017.

Farm Business Improvement Scheme -
Capital (FBIS)

Preparation stage for FBIS was launched
on 20" September 2016 and the call for
applications to the first tranche opened

on 31¢ October 2016. The tranche for Tier
1 will close on 16" December 2016, Tier 2
will close on 24™  February 2017.
Roadshow events took place between 7%
and 17" November 2016. There was a
high level of interest in the roadshows
with a total of 2,744 attendees registering
with officials over the six events. The
numbers attending the roadshows were
much higher than those registering and
the estimated total attendance figure over
the six events was closer to 3,658.
Information provided at these events is
supplemented by a range of online tools.

Forestry Grant Schemes '

184 hectares of new woodland has been
created by 25 agreement holders and
annual premia payments for about 3,500
hectares of woodland are being validated
for payment to just over 1,100 agreement
holders.

46 hectares of woodland has replanted
with grant aid after harvesting and 1.8
hectares of woodland affected by ash
dieback has been restored with grant
support.

! Forest Expansion Scheme, Legacy Farm Woodland
Premium Scheme, Woodland Investment Grant and
Forest Protection Scheme

The following provides an update on each of the approved schemes to date:

Areas of Natural Constraint

Payments for the 2016 ANC scheme
commenced in March 2016 and the target
of payments made to 95% of eligible
businesses was achieved. To date,
£18.52m has been paid.

Leader Local Development

10 Local Action Groups have entered into
contracts to deliver the LEADER
component of the Rural Development
Programme. The first round of invited
calls has been completed with 220
applications received, seeking grant
funding of £7.6m. To date, 27 of these
have received Letters of Offer worth
£900k. A further £1.5m of projects have
passed their assessment and will receive
Letters of Offer soon.

Rural Tourism scheme

An expression of interest has yielded 6
projects that will now be invited to submit
a full application once the scheme is
approved. A second call for expressions
of interest is expected within the next 3
months.

Rural Network Support Unit

An update on the Support Unit was also provided.
(www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk) is

Network NI website

Other areas of work include:-

* Liaising with public authorities on awareness raising sessions
for the Rural Needs Bill.

The Rural
now

operational, and membership of the Network is circa 1,970.
Monitoring Committee members were encouraged to join the
Network and promote it within their respective organisations
and rural stakeholders.

A Cross-border Cooperation event took place in November
2016. This was jointly organised with the Ireland National Rural
Network, focusing on the theme of LEADER Cooperation. Over
120 delegates attended. Information relating to the conference
can be accessed online at www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk.

A meeting with the UK National Rural Network (UK NRN) is
scheduled for 13" December 2016. Among the items for
discussion at this meeting will be the first UK NRN event, to be
hosted by Northern Ireland in Spring 2017.

* Assisting with the Farm Business
roadshows.

Improvement Scheme

The Network Support Unit Communications Action Plan is now
in place and was circulated at the meeting.




