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Structure of the Assembly and 
Northern Ireland Executive

The Northern Ireland Assembly
The Northern Ireland Assembly is based in Parliament Buildings at Stormont in Belfast.  The Assembly has 
the power to make decisions and pass laws about the following issues that affect Northern Ireland:

These issues are called transferred matters. Issues such as policing and criminal law are called reserved 
matters and the Assembly has to get permission from the UK Government to make decisions about these 
issues. Issues that are important to the UK as a whole such as defence and foreign policy are excepted 
matters. This means that they are the responsibility of the UK Parliament.

The Northern Ireland Executive
The Assembly gives executive power to an Executive Committee which makes many of the Assembly’s 
day-to-day decisions. This committee is made up of the First Minister and deputy First Minister along 
with a minister for each of the 10 government departments. Two Junior Ministers assist the First and 
deputy First Ministers. Ministers are appointed to each of these positions using a system called the 
d’Hondt formula. The formula works out ministerial seats based on the number of MLAs a political party 
has in the Assembly. 

The Executive Committee meets to discuss and agree on issues which cut across the responsibilities of 
two or more Ministers.

Statutory Committees 
The Assembly has 17 Committees (11 statutory and 6 non-statutory). Each statutory committee has a 
Chair and a Deputy Chair allocated using the proportional d’Hondt System. Membership of Committees 
is in broad proportion to parties’ electoral mandates in the Assembly ensuring that the opportunity of 
Committee places was available to all Members.

Each Committee has a scrutiny, policy development and consultation role in relation to its Department 
and a role in the initiation of legislation. They have the power to:

Consider and advise on Departmental budgets and annual plans within the overall budget allocation;•	
Approve relevant secondary legislation and undertake the Committee stage of relevant primary •	
legislation;
Call for persons and papers to advise and assist Northern Ireland Ministers in forming policy;•	
Initiate enquiries and make reports;•	
Consider and advise on matters referred to the Committee by its Minister.•	

For further information on the Assembly visit www.nisassembly.gov.uk.  To view the Assembly business 
diary and Committee agendas, visit www.niassembly.gov.uk/io/whats.htm

agriculture; •	
ancient monuments and •	
historical buildings;
culture;•	
economic development;•	
education and training; and•	

environment;•	
health and health services;•	
housing;•	
industry;•	
local government;•	
social services.•	

sport and leisure;•	
tourism;•	
town and country planning;•	
transport and roads;•	
water and flood defence;•	

 www.nisassembly.gov.uk
www.niassembly.gov.uk/io/whats.htm
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Northern Ireland Executive 2009

Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister (OFMDFM):
First Minister: Peter Robinson MP MLA (DUP)   
Tel: 028 9037 8158
Private Secretary:	 David McCreedy
Special Advisors, First Minister: 
		  Peter King  		                peter.king@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
		  Timothy Johnston 		  timothy.johnston@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
		  Emma Little         		  emma.little@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
		  Richard Bullick         		  richard.bullick@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
deputy First Minister: Martin McGuinness MP MLA (SF)  
Tel: 028 9052 1126
Private Secretary:	 Ann Martin
Special Advisors, deputy First Minister: 
		  Ciaran Quinn 			   ciaran.quinn@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
		  Michelle McDermott       	 michelle.mcdermott@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
		  Dara O’Hagan			  dara.o’hagan@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
		
OFMDFM Junior Ministers: 
Robin Newton MLA (DUP)	  Tel: 028 9052 2823
Private Secretary:	 Alma McManes
Gerry Kelly MLA (SF) 			    Tel: 028 9052 2743
Private Secretary:	 Claire Brown

Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD):  Minister Michelle Gildernew MP MLA (SF) 
Private Secretary:	 Sinead Mulgrew 
Tel: 028 9052 0100				    private.office@dardni.gov.uk	
Special Advisor:	 Conor Heaney		 conor.heaney@dardni.gov.uk

Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL):  Minister Nelson McCausland MLA (DUP)
Private Secretary:	 Barbara McConaghy
Tel: 028 90515165   				    private.office@dcalni.gov.uk	  
Special Advisor:	 Stephen Brimstone	 stephen.brimstone@dcalni.gov.uk

Education (DE):  Minister Caitríona Ruane MLA (SF)
Private Secretary:	 Patricia McBride
Tel: 028 9127 9307  				    private.office@deni.gov.uk	  
Special Advisor:	 Jackie McMullan	 jackie.mcmullan@deni.gov.uk

The Executive Ministers and private office contact details are as follows:

mailto:richard.bullick@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
mailto:timothy.johnston@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
mailto:emma.little@ofmdfmni.gov.uk

mailto:emma.little@ofmdfmni.gov.uk

mailto:aidan.mcateer@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
mailto:dcal@dcalni.gov.uk  
mailto:dara.o�hagan@ofmdfmni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@dardni.gov.uk
mailto:conor.heaney@dardni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@dcalni.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.brimstone@dcalni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@deni.gov.uk
mailto:jackie.mcmullan@deni.gov.uk
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Employment and Learning (DEL):  Minister Reg Empey MLA (UUP)
Private Secretary:	 Mark McConville
Tel: 028 9025 7791 				    private.office@delni.gov.uk 
Special Advisor: 	 Esmond Birnie	 esmond.birnie@delni.gov.uk

Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI):  Minister Arlene Foster MLA (DUP)
Private Secretary:	 Glynis Aiken
Tel: 028 9052 9452 				    private.office@detini.gov.uk
Special Advisor:	 Andrew Crawford	 andrew.crawford@detini.gov.uk

Environment (DoE):  Minister Edwin Poots MLA (DUP) 
Private Secretary:	 Siobhan Tweedy
Tel: 028 9054 1166  				    private.office@doeni.gov.uk   
Special Advisor:	 Paul Givan		  paul.givan@doeni.gov.uk

Finance and Personnel (DFP):  Minister Sammy Wilson MLA (DUP)
Private Secretary:	 Peter Hutchinson
Tel: 028 9052 9140  				    private.office@dfpni.gov.uk  	
Special Advisor:	 Graham Craig		 graham.craig@doeni.gov.uk

Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSS&PS):  Minister Michael McGimpsey MLA (UUP) 
Private Secretary:	 Diane Mulligan
Tel: 028 9052 0642   				    private.office@dhsspsni.gov.uk  		
Special Advisor:	 Philip Robinson	 philip.robinson@dhsspsni.gov.uk

Regional Development (DRD): Minister Conor Murphy MP MLA (SF) 
Private Secretary:	 Lynne McElhinney
Tel: 028 9054 0105 				    private.office@drdni.gov.uk   	
Special Advisor:	 Stephen McGlade	 stephen.mcglade@drdni.gov.uk

Social Development (DSD): Minister Margaret Ritchie MLA (SDLP)
Private Secretary:	 Alistair Campbell
Tel: 028 9082 9034  				    private.office@dsdni.gov.uk					      
Special Advisor:	 Michael McKernan	 michael.mckernan@dsdni.gov.uk

Full department contact details are in the ‘Government Departments’ section p. 16.

mailto:private.office@delni.gov.uk
mailto:del@nics.gov.uk 
mailto:esmond.birnie@delni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@detini.gov.uk
mailto:andrew.crawford@detini.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@doeni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@dfpni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@dhsspsni.gov.uk
mailto:philip.robinson@dhsspsni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@drdni.gov.uk  
mailto:stephen.mcglade@drdni.gov.uk
mailto:private.office@dsdni.gov.uk
mailto:michael.mckernan@dsdni.gov.uk
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To contact any of the committees please write to: Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3XX.
For more information on the assembly committees please visit www.niassembly.gov.uk/committees.  
Other details are as follows:

Statutory Committees 2009

Committee for the Office of First Minister and deputy First Minister 
(Formerly Committee of the Centre)
Chair: Danny Kennedy (UUP)
Vice Chair: Naomi Long (Alliance) 
Members: Martina Anderson (Sinn Féin), Tom Elliott (UUP), Barry McElduff (Sinn Féin), Francie Molloy 
(Sinn Féin), Stephen Moutray (DUP), Alex Attwood (SDLP), Jim Shannon (DUP), Jimmy Spratt (DUP), 
George Robinson (DUP)
Committee Clerk: Cathie White 
Tel: 028 9052 1448			   committee.ofmdfm@niassembly.gov.uk

Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD)
Chair: Ian Paisley Jnr (DUP)
Vice Chair: Tom Elliott (UUP) 
Members: Patsy McGlone (SDLP), Thomas Burns (SDLP), Jim Shannon (DUP), William McCrea (DUP), Willie 
Clarke (Sinn Féin), Pat Doherty (Sinn Féin), William Irwin (DUP), Francie Molloy (Sinn Féin), George Savage 
(UUP)
Committee Clerk: Paul Carlisle 
Tel: 028 9052 1063			   committee.agriculture@niassembly.gov.uk

Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL)       
Chair: Barry McElduff (Sinn Féin)
Vice Chair: David McNarry (UUP)
Members: Dominic Bradley (SDLP), Francie Brolly (Sinn Féin), Lord Browne (DUP), Raymond McCartney 
(Sinn Féin), Kieran McCarthy (Alliance), Trevor Clarke (DUP), PJ Bradley (SDLP), Ken Robinson (UUP), 
Michelle McIlveen (DUP)
Committee Clerk: Kathryn Bell
Tel: 028 9052 1841			   committee.cal@niassembly.gov.uk

Education (DE)
Chair: Mervyn Storey (DUP) 
Vice Chair: Dominic Bradley (SDLP) 
Members: Mary Bradley (SDLP), Alastair Ross (DUP), Trevor Lunn (Alliance), Basil McCrea (UUP), Michelle 
McIlveen (DUP), John O’Dowd (Sinn Féin), Michelle O’Neill (Sinn Féin), Jonathan Craig (DUP), Tom Elliott 
(UUP)
Committee Clerk: John Simmons 
Tel: 028 9052 1787			   committee.education@niassembly.gov.uk

Assembly Committees 2009

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/io/5.htm
mailto:committee.ofmdfm@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.agriculture@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.cal@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.education@niassembly.gov.uk
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Employment and Learning (DEL)  
Chair: Sue Ramsey (Sinn Féin)
Vice Chair: Robin Newton (DUP)
Members: Pat Ramsey (SDLP), Paul Butler (Sinn Féin), Anna Lo (Alliance), Trevor Clarke (DUP), David 
McClarty (UUP), Robert Coulter (UUP), Claire McGill (Sinn Féin), David Hilditch (DUP), William Irwin (DUP)
Committee Clerk: Peter Hall
Tel: 028 9052 0379			   cel@niassembly.gov.uk

Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI)
Chair: Alban Magenniss (SDLP) 
Vice Chair: Paul Butler (Sinn Féin)
Members:  Leslie Cree (UUP), Gregory Campbell (DUP), Alasdair McDonnell (SDLP), Alan McFarland (UUP), 
Gerry McHugh (Independent), Sean Neeson (Alliance), David Simpson (DUP), Stephen Moutray (DUP)
Committee Clerk: Jim McManus 
Tel: 028 9052 1230			   committee.eti@niassembly.gov.uk

Environment (DoE) 
Chair: Dolores Kelly (SDLP)
Vice Chair: Cathal Boylan (Sinn Féin) 
Members: Danny Kinahan (UUP), Adrian McQuillan (DUP), David Ford (Alliance), John Dallat (SDLP), Roy 
Beggs (UUP), Ian McCrea (DUP), Daithi McKay (Sinn Féin), Alastair Ross (DUP), Peter Weir (DUP)
Committee Clerk: Alex McGarel 
Tel: 028 9052 1347			   doecommittee@niassembly.gov.uk

Finance and Personnel (DFP)
Chair: Jennifer McCann (Sinn Féin) 
Vice Chair: Simon Hamilton (DUP)
Members: David McNarry (UUP), Stephen Farry (Alliance), Fra McCann (Sinn Féin), Jennifer McCann (Sinn 
Féin), Adrian McQuillan (DUP), Declan O’Loan (SDLP), Dawn Purvis (PUP), Ian Paisley jnr (DUP), Peter Weir 
(DUP)
Committee Clerk: Shane McAteer 
Tel: 028 9052 1843			   committee.finance&personnel@niassembly.gov.uk

Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSS&PS)  
Chair: Jim Wells (DUP)
Vice Chair: Michelle O’Neill (Sinn Féin)
Members: Iris Robinson (DUP), Sam Gardiner (UUP), Kieran Deeny (Independent), Alex Easton (DUP), 
Tommy Gallagher (SDLP), Carmel Hanna (SDLP), John McCallister (UUP), Claire McGill (Sinn Féin), Sue 
Ramsey (Sinn Féin)
Committee Clerk: Hugh Farren 
Tel: 028 9052 1360			   committee.hssps@niassembly.gov.uk

mailto:cel@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.eti@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.eti@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:doecommittee@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:doecommittee@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.finance&personnel@niassembly.gov.uk

mailto:committee.hssps@niassembly.gov.uk
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Regional Development (DRD)
Chair: Fred Cobain (UUP)
Vice Chair: Jim Wells (DUP)
Members: Cathal Boylan (Sinn Féin), Willie Clarke (Sinn Féin), Tommy Gallagher (SDLP), Allan Bresland 
(DUP), John McCallister (UUP), Raymond McCartney (Sinn Féin), Ian McCrea (DUP), George Robinson 
(DUP), Brian Wilson (Green)
Committee Clerk: Roisin Kelly 
Tel: 028 9052 1821			   committee.regionaldevelopment@niassembly.gov.uk

Social Development (DSD)
Chair: Simon Hamilton (DUP)
Vice Chair: David Hilditch (DUP)
Members: Mickey Brady (Sinn Féin), Thomas Burns (SDLP), Billy Armstrong (UUP), Jonathan Craig (DUP), 
Anna Lo (Alliance), Mary Bradley (SDLP), Fra McCann (Sinn Féin), Alex Easton (DUP), Carál Ni Chuilin (Sinn 
Féin)
Committee Clerk: Peter McCallion
Tel: 028 9052 1864			    committee.socialdevelopment@niassembly.gov.uk

Assembly Standing Committees 2009

To contact any of the committees please write to: Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3XX.
Other details are as follows:

Committee on Procedures
Chair: Lord Morrow (DUP)
Vice Chair: Mervyn Storey (DUP)
Members: Mickey Brady (Sinn Féin), Francie Brolly (Sinn Féin), Lord Browne (DUP), Raymond McCartney
(Sinn Féin), David McClarty (UUP), Adrian McQuillan (DUP), Sean Neeson (Alliance), John Dallat (SDLP), 
Ken Robinson (UUP)
Clerk: Stella McArdle

Business Committee
Chair: William Hay (DUP) 
Members: Billy Armstrong (UUP), PJ Bradley (SDLP), Paul Maskey (Sinn Féin), Kieran McCarthy (Alliance), 
Pat Ramsey (SDLP), Fred Cobain (UUP), Lord Morrow (DUP), Carál Ní Chuilín (Sinn Féin), Peter Weir MLA 
(North Down) (DUP)

mailto:committee.regionaldevelopment@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:committee.socialdevelopment@niassembly.gov.uk
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Public Accounts Committee
Chair: Paul Maskey (Sinn Féin) 
Vice Chair: Roy Beggs (UUP) 
Members: Jonathan Craig (DUP), Patsy McGlone (SDLP), George Robinson (DUP), Jim Shannon (DUP), 
Trevor Lunn (Alliance), Declan O’Loan (SDLP), Mitchel McLaughlin (Sinn Féin), Dawn Purvis (PUP), Jim
Wells (DUP)
Clerk: Alison Ross

Committee on Standards and Privileges
Chair: Carmel Hanna (SDLP)
Vice Chair: Willie Clarke (Sinn Féin) 
Members: Allan Bresland (DUP), Francie Brolly (Sinn Féin), Robert Coulter (UUP), Jonathan Craig (DUP), 
David Hilditch (DUP), Paul Maskey (Sinn Féin), Alastair Ross (DUP), George Savage (UUP), Brian Wilson 
(Green)
Clerk: Paul Gill

Audit Committee
Chair: Robin Newton (DUP) 
Vice Chair: Samuel Gardiner (UUP)
Members: Stephen Farry (Alliance), Paul Maskey (Sinn Féin), Tommy Gallagher (SDLP)
Clerk: Stella McArdle

Assembly and Executive Committee
Chair: Jimmy Spratt (DUP)
Vice Chair: Raymond McCartney (Sinn Féin)
Members: Alex Attwood (SDLP), Carmel Hanna (SDLP), Danny Kennedy (UUP), Nelson McCausland (DUP), 
Simon Hamilton (DUP); Alan McFarland (UUP), Alex Maskey (Sinn Féin), John O’Dowd (Sinn Féin), Ian 
Paisley jnr (DUP)
Clerk: Stephen Graham

Assembly Research Team

There is a team of over 40 reserachers based in the Assembly coving a full range of issues.  The 
researchers play an important role researching topics for and in informing the committees. They also 
hold an extensive library so any information should be sent to the Library through the Head of Research.
Head of Research: John Power		  john.power@niassembly.gov.uk

mailto:john.power@niassembly.gov.uk
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Northern Ireland is divided into 18 constituencies for the purposes of election to the Assembly - the 
same as those used for election of MPs to Westminster. Each constituency elects six representatives on a 
system of proportional representation. This differs from Westminster elections where each constituency 
sends a single member (MP) who is elected on a first past the post basis.

The 108 Assembly Members or MLAs for 2008 are detailed below. To contact any of the Assembly 
Members simply write to: Parliament Buildings, Stormont, BT4 3XX, tel: 028 9052 1333 or email: firstname.
surname@niassembly.gov.uk. Often it is best to make first contact through the constituency offices and 
addresses for these can be found on: www.theyworkforyou.com.

Antrim East 						     Antrim North
Roy Beggs 			   UUP 			   The Rev Robert Coulter 	 UUP
Alastair Ross			   DUP			   Daithi McKay 			   SF
David Hilditch 		  DUP 			   Declan O’Loan 		  SDLP
Sean Neeson 			   ALL			   Ian Paisley Jnr 			  DUP
Ken Robinson 			  UUP 			   The Rev Ian Paisley MP 	 DUP
Sammy Wilson MP 		  DUP 			   Mervyn Storey 		  DUP

Antrim South 					B     elfast East
Thomas Burns 		  SDLP 			   Lord Browne			   DUP
Danny Kinahan		  UUP 			   Sir Reg Empey 		  UUP (Leader)
Trevor Clarke			   DUP 			   Naomi Long 			   ALL
David Ford 			   ALL (Leader) 		  Robin Newton 		  DUP
Willie McCrea 	MP 		  DUP 			   Dawn Purvis 			   PUP (Leader)
Mitchel McLaughlin 		  SF 			   Peter Robinson MP 		  DUP (Leader)

Belfast North 					B     elfast South
Fred Cobain 			   UUP 			   Carmel Hanna 		  SDLP
Nigel Dodds 			   MP DUP 		  Anna Lo 			   ALL
Gerry Kelly 			   SF 			   Alex Maskey 			   SF
Carál Ní Chuilín 		  SF 			   Alasdair McDonnell MP 	 SDLP
Alban Maginness 		  SDLP 			   Michael McGimpsey 		  UUP
Nelson McCausland		  DUP 			   Jimmy Spratt 			   DUP

Belfast West 					F     ermanagh/South Tyrone
Gerry Adams MP 		  SF (Leader)		  Tom Elliott 			   UUP
Alex Attwood 			  SDLP 			   Arlene Foster			   DUP
Fra McCann 			   SF 			   Tommy Gallagher 		  SDLP
Jennifer McCann 		  SF 			   Michelle Gildernew MP 	 SF
Paul Maskey 			   SF 			   Gerry McHugh 		  Independent
Sue Ramsey 			   SF 			   Lord Morrow			   DUP

Northern Ireland Assembly Members 
2009

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
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Foyle 							L      agan Valley
Martina Anderson 		  SF 			   Paul Butler 			   SF
Mary Bradley 			   SDLP			   Jonathan Craig 		  DUP
Mark Durkan MP 		  SDLP (Leader)	 	 Jeffrey Donaldson MP 	 DUP
William Hay 			   DUP 			   Trevor Lunn 			   ALL
Raymond McCartney 		 SF 			   Basil McCrea 			   UUP
Pat Ramsey 			   SDLP 			   Edwin Poots 			   DUP

Londonderry East 					M     id-Ulster
Francie Brolly 			  SF 			   Billy Armstrong 		  UUP
Gregory Campbell MP 	 DUP 			   Ian McCrea 			   DUP
John Dallat 			   SDLP 			   Martin McGuinness 		  MP SF
David McClarty 		  UUP 			   Patsy McGlone 		  SDLP
Adrian McQuillan 		  DUP 			   Francie Molloy 		  SF
George Robinson 		  DUP 			   Michelle O’Neill 		  SF

Newry And Armagh 				N    orth Down
Cathal Boylan 			  SF 			   Leslie Cree 			   UUP
Dominic Bradley 		  SDLP 			   Alex Easton 			   DUP
Micky Brady 			   SF 			   Stephen Farry 		  ALL
William Irwin 			   DUP 			   Alan McFarland 		  UUP
Danny Kennedy 		  UUP 			   Brian Wilson 			   GREEN
Conor Murphy MP 		  SF			   Peter Weir 			   DUP

South Down 						     Strangford
PJ Bradley 			   SDLP 			   Simon Hamilton 		  DUP
Willie Clarke 			   SF 			   Kieran McCarthy 		  ALL
John McCallister 		  UUP 			   Michelle McIlveen 		  DUP
Margaret Ritchie 		  SDLP 			   David McNarry 		  UUP
Caitríona Ruane 		  SF 			   Iris Robinson MP 		  DUP
Jim Wells 			   DUP 			   Jim Shannon 			   DUP

Upper Bann 						      West Tyrone
Samuel Gardiner 		  UUP 			   Allan Bresland 		  DUP
Dolores Kelly 			   SDLP 			   Tom Buchanan 		  DUP
Stephen Moutray 		  DUP 			   Kieran Deeny 			  IND
John O’Dowd 			  SF 			   Pat Doherty MP 		  SF
George Savage 		  UUP 			   Barry McElduff 		  SF
David Simpson MP		  DUP 			   Claire McGill 			   SF
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Party HQ Contact Details

Alliance Party of NI			   (ALL)	
88 University Street, Belfast, BT7 1HE. Tel: 028 9032 4274
Email: alliance@allianceparty.org
Environment Spokesperson: Cllr Lynn Frazer			   lynn.frazer@allianceparty.org
Policy Contact: Stephen Farry MLA 					     stephen.farry@allianceparty.org

Democratic Unionist Party		  (DUP)
91 Dundela Avenue, Belfast, BT4 3BU. Tel: 028 9052 1323
Email: info@dup.org.uk
Environment Spokesperson: Peter Weir, MLA			   pjweir@hotmail.com
Policy Contact: Dr Philip Weir					     philipaweir@dup.org.uk

Green Party 					    (GREEN)
Room 252, Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3XX. Tel: 028 9052 1790
Email: brian.wilson@niassembly.gov.uk
Assembly Representative: Brian Wilson MLA			   brian.wilson@niassembly.gov.uk

Independent					     (IND)
Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3XX.
Assembly Representatives: Dr Kieran Deeny MLA			   drkierandeeny@yahoo.co.uk
			                Mr Gerry McHugh MLA 		  gerry.mchugh@niassembly.gov.uk

Progressive Unionist Party		  (PUP)	
299 Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 1AG. Tel: 028 9022 5040
Email: movingforward@pup-ni.org.uk
Assembly Representative: Dawn Purvis MLA			   dawn.purvis@niassembly.gov.uk

Sinn Féin					     (SF)	
53 Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 4PD.  Tel: 028 9024 9975
Email: info@sinnfein.org
Environment Spokesperson: Daithi McKay, MLA			   daithi.mckay@niassembly.gov.uk
Policy Contact: Ciarán Kearney					     email: ciaran.kearney@sinn-fein.ie

Social Democratic & Labour Party 	 (SDLP)	
121 Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 1SH. Tel: 028 9024 7700	
Email: info@sdlp.ie
Environment Spokesperson: Tommy Gallagher, MLA		  tommy.gallagher@niassembly.gov.uk
Policy Contacts: Susan McConville					     susan.mcconville@sdlphq.ie

Ulster Unionist Party 			   (UUP)
First Floor, 174 Albertbridge Road, Belfast, BT4 4GS. Tel: 028 9046 3200	
Email: uup@uup.org
Environment Spokesperson: Sam Gardiner, MLA			   sam.gardiner@niassembly.gov.uk
Policy Contact: Dr Brian Crowe					     brian.crowe@uup.org

mailto:alliance@allianceparty.org
mailto:lynn.frazer@allianceparty.org
mailto:stephen.farry@allianceparty.org
mailto:info@dup.org.uk
mailto:pjweir@hotmail.com
mailto:philipaweir@dup.org.uk
mailto:brian.wilson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:brian.wilson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:drkierandeeny@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:gerry.mchugh@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:movingforward@pup-ni.org.uk
mailto:dawn.purvis@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:info@sinnfein.org
mailto:daithi.mckay@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:ciaran.kearney@sinn-fein.ie
mailto:info@sdlp.ie
mailto:tommy.gallagher@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:susan.mcconville@sdlphq.ie
mailto:uup@uup.org
mailto:sam.gardiner@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:brian.crowe@uup.org
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Northern Ireland Office 

Secretary of State – Shaun Woodward MP (St Helens South)
Represents Northern Ireland in the Westminster Cabinet.
Responsible for constitutional and security issues and political affairs.
woodwardsh@parliament.uk    www.shaunwoodward.com 

Under Secretary of State – Paul Goggins MP (Wythenshawe and Sale East)
Responsible for security, policing and prisons.
gogginsp@parliament.uk    www.paulgoggins.labour.co.uk

Minister of State – Baroness Farrington of Ribbleton
Represents Northern Ireland business in the House of Lords and DEFRA

NIO Belfast: Stormont Castle, Stormont Estate, Belfast, Northern Ireland, BT4 3TT
Tel: 028 9052 0700 Fax: 028 9034 8180  www.nio.gov.uk

NIO London: Northern Ireland Office, 11 Millbank, London, SW1P 4PN
Tel: 020 7210 0284 Fax: 020 7210 0846 

North-South Ministerial Council and Bodies

The North-South Ministerial Council (NSMC) comprises Ministers of the Northern Ireland Administration 
and the Irish Government working together to take forward co-operation between both parts of the 
island to mutual benefit. It has Joint North and South Secretaries and staff drawn from the civil service in 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

The Plenary meets to take an overview of co-operation on the island and of the North/South Institutions. 
The NSMC Sectoral Format meets to oversee 12 areas of co-operation. Six areas are overseen by means 
of existing bodies in each Jurisdiction separately: Agriculture, Education, Environment, Health, Tourism 
and Transport.

The other six areas are overseenby the North-South Implementation bodies. These are:
Waterways Ireland 	 						      028 6632 3004
The Food Safety Promotion Board (SafeFood) 				    0800 085 1683
The Trade and Business Development Body (InterTradeIreland) 	 028 3083 4100
The Special European Union Programmes Body (SEUPB) 		  028 9026 6660
The Foyle, Carlingford and Irish Lights Commission (FCILC)  		  028 7134 2100
The NorthSouth Language Body (known in Irish as Foras Teanga or in Ulster Scots as Tha Boord o Leid) 	
	 Irish Language:							       00 353 1 639 8400
	 LoCall: 									        0845 3098142
	 Ulster Scots: 								        028 9023 1113

Other Institutions and Useful Contacts

mailto:woodwardsh@parliament.uk
www.shaunwoodward.com
mailto:gogginsp@parliament.uk
www.paulgoggins.labour.co.uk
www.nio.gov.uk
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North-South Ministerial Council Joint Secretariat: 39 Abbey Street, Armagh, BT61 7EB
Info.nsmc@ofmdfmni.gov       www.northsouthministerialcouncil.org  
Tel: NI Joint Secretary 028 3751 8068, Irish Joint Secretary 028 3751 1470

British-Irish Council and Intergovernmental Conference

The British-Irish Council includes representatives from the Republic of Ireland, the United Kingdom, the 
devolved institutions in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales and the Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey.

The Councils’ work programme covers the following focal areas of mutual interest: Misuse of drugs, the 
Environment, the Knowledge Economy, Social Inclusion, Health, Tourism, Transport and Minority and 
lesser used languages. 

Tel: UK Joint Secretary 020 7210 8864, Irish Joint Secretary 003531 408 2351
Northern Ireland Office 028 9044 3910
secretariat@british-irishcouncil.org       www.british-irishcouncil.org

Joint Ministerial Committee on Devolution

The Joint Ministerial Committee on Devolution was established in order that Ministers from the UK 
Government and their counterparts in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland could exchange information 
and best practice in this area and take forward joint action.

Civic Forum

The Civic Forum is a consultative body that was set up under the Good Friday Agreement. It had no 
formal legislative or governmental powers and consisted of 60 members plus a Chairperson. The Civic 
Forum is not currently sitting and is under review.

Civic Forum Secretariat: McKelvey House, 25 Wellington Place Belfast, BT1 6GD
Tel: 028 9027 7618    www.civicforumni.org 

The Equality Commission

The Equality Commission works to promote equality of opportunity across a range of areas. These 
include religion, political opinion, gender, race, age, marital status, sexual orientation, disability and those 
with and without dependants.

The Equality Commission: Equality House, 7-9 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast, BT2 7DP
Tel: 028 9050 0600  information@equalityni.org   www.equalityni.org 

mailto:Info.nsmc@ofmdfmni.gov
www.northsouthministerialcouncil.org
mailto:secretariat@british-irishcouncil.org
www1.british-irishcouncil.org
www.civicforumni.org
mailto:information@equalityni.org
www.equalityni.org


15Northern Ireland Assemby Guide ‘09

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission works vigorously and independently to ensure that the 
human rights of everyone in Northern Ireland are fully and firmly protected in law, policy and practice.

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission: Temple Court, 39 North Street, Belfast, BT1 1NA
Tel: 028 9024 3987   information@nihrc.org  www.nihrc.org

Northern Ireland MPs

Gerry Adams, MP MLA - Belfast West (SF)			   gerry.adams@niassembly.gov.uk
Gregory Campbell, MP MLA - Londonderry East (DUP)	 gregory.campbell@niassembly.gov.uk
Nigel Dodds, MP MLA - Belfast North (DUP)			  ndodds@dup-belfast.co.uk
Pat Doherty, MP MLA - West Tyrone (SF)			   pat.doherty@niassembly.gov.uk
Jeffrey Donaldson, MP MLA - Lagan Valley (DUP)		  jeffrey.donaldson@niassembly.gov.uk
Mark Durkan, MP MLA - Foyle (SDLP)			   mark.durkan@niassembly.gov.uk
Michelle Gildernew, MP MLA - Fermanagh & S.Tyrone (SF) 	michelle.gildernew@niassembly.gov.uk
Lady Sylvia Hermon, MP - North Down (UUP)		  jamisons@parliament.uk
William McCrea, MP MLA - Antrim South (DUP)		  william.mccrea@niassembly.gov.uk
Alasdair McDonnell, MP MLA - Belfast South (SDLP)	 alasdair.mcdonnell@niassembly.gov.uk
Eddie McGrady, MP - South Down (SDLP)			   e.mcgrady@sdlp.ie
Martin McGuinness, MP MLA - Mid Ulster (SF)		  martin.mcguinness@niassembly.gov.uk
Conor Murphy, MP MLA - Newry & Armagh (SF)		  conor.murphy@niassembly.gov.uk
Ian Paisley, MP MLA - Antrim North (DUP)			   ian.paisley@niassembly.gov.uk
Iris Robinson, MP MLA - Strangford (DUP)			   iris.robinson@niassembly.gov.uk
Peter Robinson, MP MLA - Belfast East (DUP)		  peter.robinson@niassembly.gov.uk
David Simpson, MP MLA - Upper Bann (DUP)		  david.simpson@niassembly.gov.uk
Sammy Wilson, MP MLA – Antrim East (DUP)		  sammy.wilson@niassembly.gov.uk

Northern Ireland MEPs

Diane Dodds, MEP (DUP)					     diane.dodds@europarl.europa.eu
Bairbre de Brun, MEP (SF)					     bdebrun-assistant@europarl.eu.int
James Nicholson, MEP (UUP)					    jnicholson@europarl.eu.int

mailto:information@nihrc.org
www.nihrc.org
mailto:gerry.adams@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:gregory.campbell@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:ndodds@dup-belfast.co.uk
mailto:pat.doherty@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:jeffrey.donaldson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:mark.durkan@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:michelle.gildernew@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:jamisons@parliament.uk
mailto:william.mccrea@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:alasdair.mcdonnell@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:e.mcgrady@sdlp.ie
mailto:martin.mcguinness@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:conor.murphy@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:ian.paisley@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:iris.robinson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:peter.robinson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:david.simpson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:sammy.wilson@niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:bdebrun-assistant@europarl.eu.int
mailto:jnicholson@europarl.eu.int
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Government Departments and their 
Responsibilities

Liaison with the Assembly•	
Programme for Government•	
Economic Policy•	
Sustainable Development•	
Equality•	
Liaison with NorthSouth Ministerial Council•	
British-Irish Council•	
British-Intergovernmental Conference•	
Civic Forum •	
Liaison with the Secretary of State for Northern •	
Ireland
Statutory Publications Office•	
European Affairs•	
Public Service Improvement International •	
Matters
Liaison with the International Fund for Ireland•	
Information Service•	

UK Departments•	
International relations•	
Tackling poverty and social exclusion•	
Children and Young People•	
Community Relations•	
Public Appointments Policy•	
Honours•	
Freedom of Information•	
Victims and survivors•	
Nolan Standards•	
Women’s Issues•	
Policy Innovation•	
Maze/Long Kesh regeneration•	
Review of Public Administration (RPA)•	
Emergency Planning•	
Improving investment in infrastructure•	

Food•	
Farming and agrienvironment Policy•	
Agrifood Development•	
Rural Development•	
Rural payments and inspection•	

Veterinary Matters•	
Agri food and biosciences institute•	
Forestry•	
Sea Fisheries Rivers•	

Office of the First Minister/ Deputy First Minister (OFM/DFM)
Parliament Buildings, BELFAST, BT4 3XX
www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk
Tel: 028 9052 8400
Office of the Junior Ministers: Block A, Castle Buildings, Stormont, BELFAST, BT4 3TT

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD)
Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, BELFAST, BT4 3SB
Tel: 028 9052 0100
dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk
www.dardni.gov.uk

www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk
mailto:dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk
www.dardni.gov.uk
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Arts and creativity•	
Sport and Leisure•	
Libraries and Museums•	
Armagh Planetarium•	
Ordnance Survey•	
Ulster Historical Foundation•	

Inland Waterways•	
Inland Fisheries•	
Public Records Office•	
Language Diversity•	
Lottery Matters•	
Visitor Amenities•	

Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL)
Causeway Exchange, 17 Bedford Street, BT1 7FB
Tel: 028 9025 8825
dcal@dcalni.gov.uk
www.dcalni.gov.uk

Department of Education (DE)
Balloo Road, BANGOR, BT19 7PR
Tel: 028 9127 9279
mail@deni.gov.uk
www.deni.gov.uk

Schools Funding and Administration•	
Preschool Education•	
Primary Schools Inspectorate•	
Youth Service•	
Postprimary•	
Special Education•	

School Planning and Provision•	
Teachers (Numbers and Remuneration)•	
Education and Library Boards Appointments•	
Promotion of community relations within and •	
between schools

Department for Employment and Learning (DEL)
Adelaide House, 39-49 Adelaide Street, BELFAST, BT2 8FD
Tel: 028 9025 7777
del@nics.gov.uk
www.delni.gov.uk

Higher Education•	
Further Education•	
Vocational Training•	
Employment Law and Labour Relations•	
Employment Services•	
National Training Awards•	

Careers advice and guidance•	
Teacher Training and Teacher Education•	
Student Support and Postgraduate Awards•	
Training Grants•	
Investors in People•	

mailto:dcal@dcalni.gov.uk
www.dcalni.gov.uk
mailto:mail@deni.gov.uk
www.deni.gov.uk
mailto:del@nics.gov.uk
www.delni.gov.uk
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Economic Development Policy•	
Research and statistics services•	
Business regulation•	
Health and Safety at work•	
Invest NI•	
Employment Medical Advisory Service•	
NI Tourist Board•	
Social economy•	

Mineral development•	
Geological survey of NI•	
NICO•	
Health and Safety Executive for NI•	
Consumer Council for NI•	
Energy Policy•	
Company Development Programme and •	
Explorers

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI)
Netherleigh House, Massey Avenue, BELFAST, BT4 2JP
Tel: 028 9052 9900
information@detini.gov.uk
www.detini.gov.uk

Planning Control•	
Environment and Heritage•	
Protection of the Countryside•	
Waste Management•	
Pollution Control•	
Wildlife Protection•	

Local Government•	
Local Government Reform•	
Mineral Resources (Planning aspects)•	
Driver and Vehicle Testing and licensing•	
Road Safety•	
Transport Licensing and Enforcement•	

Department of the Environment (DoE)
Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, BELFAST, BT2 8GB
Tel: 028 9054 0540
press.office@doeni.gov.uk
www.doeni.gov.uk

Finance•	
Personnel•	
Civil Service Accommodation•	
Land and Property Services Agency•	
Central Procurement•	
Legal Services•	

NI Statistics and Research Agency•	
Land Registry•	
Civil law reform division•	
General register Office•	
Building regulations •	

Department of Finance and Personnel (DFP)
Rathgael House, Balloo Road, BANGOR, BT19 7PR
Tel: 028 9185 8111
DFP.enquiries@dfpni.gov.uk
www.dfpni.gov.uk

mailto:information@detini.gov.uk
www.detini.gov.uk
mailto:press.office@doeni.gov.uk
www.doeni.gov.uk
mailto:DFP.enquiries@dfpni.gov.uk
www.dfpni.gov.uk
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Public Health•	
Primary care services and community health •	
and personal social services
Family practitioner services•	
Elderly and community care•	
Child care and child protection•	
Family policy•	

Mental health•	
Learning disability•	
Physical and sensory disability•	
Provision of hospital services and clinics•	
Accident and emergency services•	
Public safety – ambulance and fire and rescue •	
services

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS)
Castle Buildings, Stormont, BELFAST, BT4 3SJ
Tel: 028 9052 0500
press.office@dhsspsni.gov.uk
www.dhsspsni.gov.uk

Strategic planning•	
Transportation strategy•	
Ports and public transport•	

Roads and water policy•	
Providing and maintaining roads•	
Water and sewerage services•	

Department for Regional Development (DRD)
Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, BELFAST, BT2 8GB
Tel: 028 9054 0540
enquiries@drdni.gov.uk
www.drdni.gov.uk

Housing programmes•	
Urban regeneration policy, strategy and •	
programmes
Social Security Agency•	
Child Support Agency•	
Support for the community and voluntary •	
sector
Social and charities policy and legislation•	

Housing Executive and housing policy•	
Rent Assessment Officer Benefit Review Boards•	
Office of the Social Fund Commissioner•	
Charities Advisory Committee•	
Disability Living Allowance Advisory Board for •	
NI
Urban renewal and Laganside Corporation •	
Appeals Service

Department for Social Development (DSD)
Lighthouse Building, 1 Cromac Place, Gasworks Business Park, Ormeau Road, 
BELFAST, BT7 2JB
Tel: 028 9082 9028
marketing@dsdni.gov.uk 	 press.office@dsdni.gov.uk
www.dsdni.gov.uk

mailto:press.office@dhsspsni.gov.uk
www.dhsspsni.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@drdni.gov.uk
www.drdni.gov.uk
mailto:press.office@dsdni.gov.uk
www.dsdni.gov.uk
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info@nienvironmentlink.org
www.nienvironmentlink.org

NIEL is core funded by:


